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Calendar of Events:     

Tuesday, 9th May –  NAPLAN Testing 

Thursday 11th May    

Thursday, 11 May Mother’s Day Stall 1.00 pm 

Monday, 15th May Parents Club meeting 9.15 am, School Council 6.00 pm 

Thursday, 18th May School Photos 

Wednesday, 24th May Open Day 

Wednesday, 31st May - Life Ed Van 

Thursday, 1st June 

Friday, 2nd June Winter Sports Program – Numurkah PS @ Katunga 

Friday, 16th June Winter Sports Program – Cobram PS @ Katunga 

 

 

 

School Photos 

School Photos will be held on Thursday the 18th of May commencing at 11.30 am.   

Accompanying today’s newsletter is an order form for each child and an order form for Family group photos 

(students only). Please follow the instructions carefully and return to school by Wednesday 17th of May.  If 

you are paying by cheque, cash or credit card you must return the envelope for each child. Where there is 

more than one sibling the payment may be included in one envelope making sure it is listed on the 

envelope who has been paid for.  If you are paying online there is no need to return the envelope. Please make sure 

students are dressed in full school uniform for the day. 

 

NAPLAN testing 

This week we are conducting the NAPLAN tests.  Once they are completed they will be packaged and sent off to 

Melbourne for processing.  We will receive the results later on in the year.    

 

 

Student of the Week 

Ryan Moulder, Brianna Boyden, Ella Drew & 

Liam Bentley 

Katunga Primary School  

Newsletter 

May 10th, 2017 

Phone: 58 646 365   

Email: Katunga.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Reminder to Parents   

to return photo 

envelopes by 

Wednesday the 17th  

May 
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Parents Club 
 

The next meeting of Parents Club will be Monday, May 15th at 9.15am.  All parents are welcome to attend, 
enjoy a cuppa and have a chat. 

 

 

 

Open Day (May 24TH) 

On Wednesday the 24th of May we are conducting an open day here at the school from 9.00am – 12.00pm.  This is a 

great opportunity for you to come in and visit.  Have a look at the students working in the classroom and have a general 

look at our outstanding school in action.  We are also encouraging prospective new families to come along as this is an 

ideal time for them to view our learning environment and school in general. 

 

School Uniforms 

As the cooler weather starts to move in parents are asked to check their children’s winter clothing and make sure that 
any clothing that may be removed at school is named.  We have quite a few items in the lost property box, please feel 
free to check through to find items you may be missing. 

The 2017 Attitudes to Schools Survey 

We want our students to tell us what they think 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School survey is an 

annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training. The survey assists schools in gaining an 

understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. 

Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience. 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school between Monday 22 May to Friday 23 June. The 

survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 

KATUNGA PRIMARY SCHOOL MOTHERS DAY STALL  

THURSDAY 11TH OF MAY, 1.00 PM 

A VARIETY OF GIFTS HAVE BEEN PURCHASED AND ITEMS ARE 

PRICED BETWEEN $2.00 & $6.00 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO ASSIST WITH SUPPLYING GIFT WRAPPING 

PAPER OR ARE ABLE TO HELP WITH THE WRAPPING,  PLEASE 

BE AT SCHOOL PRIOR TO 1.00 PM 
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Students from Grades 4 to 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online 

during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. 

The survey results will be reported back to the school in Term 3.  

The Department has updated the survey for 2017 to include important new measures that are known to influence 

student engagement and performance. 

Students privacy is our priority 

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that 

may be used by the Department to combine data for research purposes only. Your child’s privacy and the confidentiality 

of your child’s survey responses will be protected at all times. No identifiable personal data is included in the survey 

response file. 

This survey is not a test and your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, during, 

or after completion. 

 

Community News 

 

The Numurkah Singers   will be performing ‘The Wedding Singer’ on the following dates: 

Friday 5/5 8.00 pm            Saturday 6/5 8.00 pm       Friday 12/5 8.00 pm      Saturday 13/5 2.00 pm & 8.00 pm  

 

Tickets can be purchased from The Common Thread in Numurkah, Adults $20, Children $10, Family $50 and Concession 

$15. 

 

 

Listening to our Children Read 

Reading in our modern world is more important than ever. When your kids see 
you reading and writing in everyday life – reading for pleasure, sharing a story 
with them, using a recipe, making a shopping list, writing a birthday card, reading 
street signs, or reading and writing emails – it teaches them that reading and 
writing are useful skills. 

Reading with your child at home will help them in all learning areas at school. 
Often teachers will ask you to listen to your child read at home. This is a good 
way to support your child's reading. You can borrow books from your school 

library or your local library. 

What parents can do at home to help their kids with reading  

 Be confident that your child will learn to read. Give positive messages and involve them in everyday 
conversations and opportunities to read. 

 Read aloud to your child. It helps them to learn about the language of books and will encourage them to enjoy 
books and reading. 

 Make reading enjoyable and talk about books, magazines and computer stories that you have read together. 

http://classroomclipart.com/clipart/Clipart/Reading.htm
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 Try not to let television intrude on reading time. Make a special time for reading with your child, away from 
interruptions. 

 Listen to your child read as often as you can, every day if possible, even if only for a short time. 

 Give books in print or electronic form as treats and presents. 

Hints for listening to your child read 

 When reading together at home try to make the time relaxed, enjoyable and positive. Vary it. Read together, read 
to your child and take turns or have them read to you. 

 Before reading, talk about the cover, the title and the pictures, and discuss what the book may be about. 

 During reading, discuss what has been read up to that point and predict what might happen next. 

 After you've finished reading with your child, talk and ask questions about the story and the pictures. 

Useful reading tips 

When your child is reading and encounters words that are difficult for them, use the Three Ps technique ‘Pause, Prompt, 
Praise' to support them. 

Pause: when your child comes to a word they don't know, try not to jump in straight away. Wait and give your child time 

to work out the word. 

Prompt: if your child successfully works out the problem word, suggest they go back to the beginning of the sentence 
and re-read it (to recap meaning) before reading on. 
If your child has not worked out the problem word, prompt them with some quick, low-key suggestions. If prompts are not 
working, simply tell your child the correct word. 
Try not to spend too much time prompting, as your child will find it difficult to maintain the overall meaning of what they 
are reading. 

Praise: praise your child's reading efforts and successes. 

Things to remember about reading 

 The goal of reading is always to make sense of what is read. 

 Try to be interested, supportive and enjoy the time together. 

 Read with your child anywhere and at any time; don't forget that many everyday experiences provide 
opportunities to put reading and writing into action. 

 Visit and use a library near you. Borrow books for yourself as well as for your child. 

 Talk to your child's classroom teacher or the principal for further help and advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/english/english-tips/three-little-words-to-help-your-child-to-read
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/english/english-tips/three-little-words-to-help-your-child-to-read


TERM 2, WEEK 4 May 10, 2017 

 
 

5 Thrive, Strive and Achieve 

 

 

COME ALONG AND CELEBRATE EDUCATION WEEK AT 

KATUNGA PRIMARY SCHOOL 

OPEN DAY – WEDNESDAY THE 24TH MAY 9.00 AM – 12.00 NOON 
 

 DISCOVER THIS WONDERFUL NEW FACILITY WITH OPEN LEARNING COMMUNITIES ALLOWING CHILDREN TO 

INTERACT THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL. 

 EXPLORE OUR EXPANSIVE OUTDOORS AREA AND WELL MAINTAINED GROUNDS. 

 OBSERVE STUDENTS ACCESS TO INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY. 

 SEE STUDENTS IN AN EXCITING AND CHALLENGING CURRICULUM – EARLY YEARS LITERACY / NUMERACY, 

SPECIALIST PE / MUSIC / ART / LIBRARY PROGRAMS. 

WITNESS STAFF PROVIDING A HARMONIOUS AND HAPPY LEARNING ENVIRONMENT ALLOWING STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE 

THEIR ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL POTENTIAL 
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